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Nominal vs Notional Fire Doors.

 Know the difference & reduce the risk - understanding Nominal and Notional Fire Doors

What is a Nominal Fire Door?

A nominal fire door is generally an older door or one constructed according to traditional methods and older British Standards and whilst these doors are assumed to provide some level of fire resistance due to their build, they have not been tested or officially certified so as a result, they do not have an official fire rating or carry any certification label.

A nominal fire door is a solid core door that is 44mm thick (nominal 30-minute door) or 54mm thick (nominal 60-minute door). It may be reasonably practicable (risk vs cost) to refurbish a nominal fire door, providing that a nominal fire door is free from any damage / defect. Remedial works to nominal fire doors cannot be certified due to the lack of manufacture markings / labels and data.

What is a Notional Fire Door?

A notional fire door refers to a door that looks similar to a certified fire door but does not have the proper testing or official documentation to prove its fire performance, these doors are often found during refurbishments or in cases where the original certification has been lost and whilst they may appear sturdy and robust, there is no guarantee they will perform effectively in a fire situation.

A notional fire door is a fire door that satisfied the manufactures testing and installation guidance at the time of installation but may not be suitable in line with today's modern guidance. Notional doors may not be fitted with intumescent strips or constructed correctly from manufacture. As above, it may be reasonably practicable to refurbish a notional fire door, however these cannot be certified due to the outdated manufacture markings / labels and data. 
 
A certified fire door can be identified by manufacture markings / labels or manufacture data. Providing the door has been installed in line with manufacture guidance and is free from any major damage / defect, the work can be certified via IFC as an extension to the original data. 

Risks Associated with Nominal and Notional Doors

Relying on nominal or notional fire doors can create a false sense of security, as these doors may not perform as expected during a real fire and without proper certification, uncertified doors can allow flames and smoke to spread rapidly, increasing the danger to building occupants, additionally, using non-compliant doors can result in legal and insurance complications, including potential liability and the invalidation of insurance coverage.
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We are proud to be a BAFE Registered Organisation.
Verify our registration and Third-Party Certification using the
BAFE Fire Safety Register at www.bafe.org.uk





