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Since the introduction of the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025 known as Martyn’s Law which passed Royal assent on 3rd April 2025 there is now a legal requirement to have a “command-and-control” program to manage the movement of people within specific types of buildings  to address security issues, lockdown, internal movement etc:

The assessment is split into 2 elements based on the number of occupants and as such a Type 1 assessment is people numbers from 200- 799 and a Type 2 assessment for numbers exceeding 800.

Current information is that sites with less than 200 occupants do not currently require this type of assessment, however I believe that depends on the where and the what as political party offices, churches and other religious locations and other locations that might have low numbers but a high security rating should at the very least be considered.

The purpose of the assessment is to inform and educate the RP as to the issues within their building, the need for site support and training for concierge or on-site security staff and how they can safeguard those within the building(s) and its perimeter either internally or externally so that any actions or situations that might develop that might cause harm, injury or are criminally related can be managed with bespoke training for those on site to control and support the movement of members of the public, other employed on-site staff or visitors to a venue. 

Movement of these people around the building either to places of safety (pre-agreed as part of the training plan) or to external Emergency Rendezvous Points or ERV’s will again be site specific and may include the movement of people to either alternate areas or even alternative buildings and these decisions will all be very much site specific and covered by on-site training which will include regular prescribed refresher training based on both staff churn rates and potential seasonal increases in occupancy or activities. 

The report will combine some elements of the current fire safety provision, this will include the FD&A, Emergency Lighting and Signage/Photoluminescence along with a secondary plan covering disability support and the Equalities Act along with some elements of the current security provision and Access Control so that these elements can integrate together to deliver a plan that best meets the buildings needs at any given time.

What does Martyn’s Law do?  

The Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025 is required to improve protective security and organisational preparedness across the UK by requiring that those responsible for certain premises and events consider how they would respond to a terrorist attack.

In addition to this, at certain larger premises and events, appropriate steps to reduce vulnerability to terrorist attacks must also be considered. 

Through the Act, qualifying premises and events should be better prepared and protected, ready to respond in the event of a terrorist attack.  


Whilst those that fall within the scope of the Act may wish to begin considering the requirements, they should note that guidance will be published in due course. This guidance will assist in understanding the requirements set out in the legislation. The guidance is being designed to be easy to follow, needing neither particular expertise nor the use of third-party products or services.



This is now a legal mandatory requirement for all of the following albeit this is not an exhaustive list and covers public venues, including stately homes, local authority locations and buildings of public office including political party offices, sites with animals including testing sites also including theatres and indoor concert venues, schools and colleges, sports stadiums, religious locations, student accommodation and medium/high rise residential towers blocks.

In the current political climate and a very uncertain landscape for such buildings the planning is as important as would be so for mainstream fire protection and as such may follow in some elements a parallel line but will be different in application and the initiation of an alert as only the trained marshal staff will be reacting to a voice sounder message in line with an agreed strategy plan.

Depending upon the individual circumstances for a specific building, there will of course be differing scenario’s and some will involve keeping people within the building in what are pre-determined “safe” areas based on an assessment and this will likely include interaction from other agencies based on the venue’s size and the nature of the threat.

Some sites will have a program of controlled evacuation to pre-agreed assembly points like would be the case for a fire alarm, however such locations are likely to have differing requirements and are very likely to involve other agencies based again on a pre-agreed assessment and plan.

Also and obviously not all buildings will need a written plan, smaller locations especially in more rural areas may not, but sites with occupancy where those within become a target rather than the structure need to be aware, this then applies to high rise residential sites with specific occupancy for persons who are of a particular political persuasion or who are known influencers of comment in the press and on social media.

In addition to this entertainment venues where those who are performing will attract both larger numbers and potentially controversial performers are likely to have their threat level reviewed on a regular basis to consider changes in what might have previously been considered acceptable.

MOD and Crown sites must also be considered but may already have their own contingency planning for such events, the question should however be asked.

Sites used as polling stations might also need to be considered as they might in certain demographic locations be deemed a high priority target. 

I am able to provide the assessment report for such works and there is product available from proprietary manufacturers specific to this requirement that can be used to meet the needs of your building(s) where this type of system is required.

These public protection procedures are those which should be followed by people working at the premises if an act of terrorism were to occur at the premises, or in the immediate vicinity. They are procedures which may be expected to reduce the risk of physical harm being caused to individuals relating to evacuation, invacuation (moving people to a safe place), locking down the premises, and communicating with individuals on the premises.  

The current understanding is that the mainstream FD&A is not to be used to cover these issues however, what must be considered here is that the method of the delivery of specific to site messages to specially trained staff might actually be more practical than using a secondary delivery system outside of EN certification.

All of the training is likely to be provided within an assessment covering the requirements which will, again be building specific and cater for the individual expectations and risk analysis of the building. 

 Current SIA discussions within HMG are ongoing but they are unable to actually say what they want and how it is to be assessed and delivered and my view remains that those of us who are already deemed competent to assess such buildings for fire assessment might be the most capable and aware of the needs for this new requirement.

Persons from outside of the FRA world will not, in my view have the requisite skills and understanding to do this work.

Whilst the discussions and planning go on it might be prudent to look at your current portfolio to see if you have sites where the current expectations for this requirement might warrant some discussions and if yes then please feel free to reach out to me for a confidential chat.

Steve Dilloway BAFE SP205 Certified Risk Assessor ID 302298
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