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January 2026 MAP guidance notes 

For a MAP - major accident plan, there is  a requirement to provide a very comprehensive risk assessment, which must identify ALL of the Major appropriate risks, these are over and above daily risks - such as working with small quantities of flammable liquids or corrosives. 

Whilst this mainly relates to COMAH sites is can also apply to other premises in respect of their activities and thus needs to be considered depending on these activities, storage and an appreciation of Dsear and COSHH. 

But this relates in the main to COMAH.  Certainly a school could scale this down, but the principles would remain unchanged.

The client must take all the measures necessary in conjunction with, potentially, the competent authority and HSE to demonstrate that you have done so. 

The findings of a risk assessment carried out to comply with regulation 5(1) (as well as the general regulation 3 requirement for risk assessment of the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 (MHSWR), and similar requirements in environmental legislation), together with the appropriate preventative and mitigation measures will usually provide sufficient evidence to demonstrate safe operation. 

The competent authority’s programme of inspections will be designed to check this. 

For upper-tier operators this will mean ensuring that the operation of the plant reflects the information in the safety report. For all establishments, documents such as the major accident prevention policy (MAP), operating instructions and training material will be necessary as part of the overall demonstration.

para 125 - The MAP is a key document. Its purpose is to provide a statement of the senior management’s commitment to achieving high standards of major hazard control.

A major accident prevention policy document must:

(a) be designed to ensure a high level of protection of human health and the environment.
(b) be proportionate to the major accident hazards.
(c) set out the operator’s overall aims and principles of action; and
(d) set out the role and responsibility of management, and its commitment towards continuously improving the control of major accident hazards.

The MAP must:
(a) specifically address major accident hazards.
(b) relate to protection of people and the environment.




Para 129 The MAP should set down what is to be achieved, with an indication of how this is to be done but does not need to go into great detail. The detail should be contained in other documentation relating to the establishment, eg plant operating procedures, training records and job descriptions i.e. the lap top charging should have been done in fire rated cabinets.. Not something that is not fire rated. - or it should have been isolated in a 60 minute "sterile" room etc.

CAUSE - Then you have to decide on the cause and effect - In the instance of laptop charging - the cause of a fire incident would be a laptop entering Exothermic reaction, due to damage or inappropriate chargers.   

EFFECT - The effect is - a fire inside a single steel skin cabinet would not contain the fire.  Each laptop battery would ignite and the fire would spread quickly throughout the whole building, toxins, such as (HF) - Hydrogen  Fluoride - H330 - fatal if inhaled - in the instance of Lithium Polymer -would be released.

CONSEQUENCE - Significant injury or fatality, loss of building.

MAP - Major Accident Plans - are part of COMAH Compliance, and incredibly detailed.  So the cause and effect document would identify what can fail. The consequences of which and then you detailed the appropriate actions to be taken. 

ACTION - Use only 90 minute fire rated cabinet with built in charging and fire suppression, the fire would have been contained, and toxins sealed inside of the cabinet. 

So the major accident prevention plan, would reflect why a single skin cabinets should not be used and why only fire rated 90 minute cabinet should be used - with the latter - In the event of a fire, remove the cabinet outside - dispose of the toxic contaminated fire cabinet via appropriate channels,  purchase a new one.

Remember - this has to be done across the complete site, for every "Major" RISK, not day to day risks or hazards - The principles of a MAP are to protect everyone, the environment or other facilities, typically within a max of 1 km from the establishment.   


Steve Dilloway BAFE SP205 Certified Fire Risk Assessor ID 302298
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