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Compartmentation and Fire Door summation and guidance January 2026

The following information is relevant to the fire door and compartmentation of the site and in particular the issues of UKAS certification and the need to follow due-process.

The provision of compliant door and compartment elements to your building impacts not only the day to day use of the building but also becomes both a disclosure issue to your insurance company and impacts on your fire strategy overall for the site so the need for issues to be correctly identified is essential and this can only be done under a UKAS certified scheme, i.e. IFC or BM Trada to allow for both survey, assessment, remediation and certification.

Pre-existing doors known as nominal or notional doors also need to be assessed and included within the plan for the site post publication of the FRA and potentially a re-publication of the strategy if that has been impacted by any non-compliance problems.

Ongoing service and maintenance of the site doors, including ironmongery is also a mandated element of current fire safety legislation and must be factored into the overall support plan and again this needs UKAS certification to underpin the site.

Compartment repairs likewise must be undertaken within a UKAS program and both persons undertaking the work and the products used to ensure compliance within the current standards and building regulations.  

Site drawings need to be current and include, not only compartment lines (on means of escape) and the locations of all the fire doors and their fire rating however this has been considered.

A full site wide asset list is also required.
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Nominal vs Notional Fire Doors.



 Know the difference & reduce the risk - understanding Nominal and Notional Fire Doors



What is a Nominal Fire Door?



A nominal fire door is generally an older door or one constructed according to traditional methods and older British Standards and whilst these doors are assumed to provide some level of fire resistance due to their build, they have not been tested or officially certified so as a result, they do not have an official fire rating or carry any certification label.



A nominal fire door is a solid core door that is 44mm thick (nominal 30-minute door) or 54mm thick (nominal 60-minute door). It may be reasonably practicable (risk vs cost) to refurbish a nominal fire door, providing that a nominal fire door is free from any damage / defect. Remedial works to nominal fire doors cannot be certified due to the lack of manufacture markings / labels and data.



What is a Notional Fire Door?



A notional fire door refers to a door that looks similar to a certified fire door but does not have the proper testing or official documentation to prove its fire performance, these doors are often found during refurbishments or in cases where the original certification has been lost and whilst they may appear sturdy and robust, there is no guarantee they will perform effectively in a fire situation.



A notional fire door is a fire door that satisfied the manufactures testing and installation guidance at the time of installation but may not be suitable in line with today's modern guidance. Notional doors may not be fitted with intumescent strips or constructed correctly from manufacture. As above, it may be reasonably practicable to refurbish a notional fire door, however these cannot be certified due to the outdated manufacture markings / labels and data. 

 

A certified fire door can be identified by manufacture markings / labels or manufacture data. Providing the door has been installed in line with manufacture guidance and is free from any major damage / defect, the work can be certified via IFC as an extension to the original data. 



Risks Associated with Nominal and Notional Doors



Relying on nominal or notional fire doors can create a false sense of security, as these doors may not perform as expected during a real fire and without proper certification, uncertified doors can allow flames and smoke to spread rapidly, increasing the danger to building occupants, additionally, using non-compliant doors can result in legal and insurance complications, including potential liability and the invalidation of insurance coverage.
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Fire Doors   The previous assessment  required  t he existing  site   to be the subject of a full site wide compartmentation review to  confirm there is a 60 minute  fire resistance   across all of the floors and ceilings and that where breaches are located  they are to be corrected under IFC or BM Trada certification   –   this is still to be completed   and must be treated as a  priority and has been identified as such  within the action plan.   Likewise a BM Trada or IFC fire door inspection and support plan was to be instructed and as at the time of  publication that is still outstanding and must therefore be a priority.   The overall door provision across the site, especially in the  corridors and classroom elements requires more work,  a  fully comprehensive IFC/BM Trada assessment should be instructed during Q1 2026 to evaluate what doors can be  repaired under an ART  plan and where necessary doors/door sets  that need to be replaced   to meet  not only BS  9999 and ADB but  the products and materials used are also third party certified under one of the above certification  schemes.      Based on the numbers of  students and  staff ,   plus  on - site contractors likely in these areas on a daily basis ,   the   common area  doors should all be FD 3 0 s   units with full length vision panels and where necessary 24v door magnets  where it is considered relevant that some doors are “held - open” for the convenience of the business  –   however,  acoustic door guard units are  not to be used  as they do not meet the requirements for BS 7273 Part 4 regarding the  release of door controls and also BS 5839 - 1 2017 regarding th e provision of fault monitoring requirements to  identify fault/failure to operate.   Door wedges are also  unacceptable ,  where doors are, for the expediency of the business required to be held open  during the working day these must be fitted with a 24v door mag net and this must be linked to the fire alarm to  provide mandatory fault monitoring as required within BS 5839 Part 1 2017 , the se must be removed immediately.   The cause and effect plan will need to be reviewed so that ONLY doors within the vicinity of the fire or within the  radius of an active detector close and the remainder stay open to facilitate the evacuation.    ALL of the doors leading to the protected lobbies and stairs are unlikely to require a capacity exceeding 60 people on  any given floor level, on this basis, all doors into the lobbies and stairs are required to be in excess of 750mm in  width and to open in   the direction of travel   –   subject again  to  the HE issues with some doors.   Please note the minimum door widths stated are for means of escape purposes a wider door may be required fo r  compliance with Approved Document M.   Depending on the risks prevailing the fire rating of doors may vary from 30 minutes  to 60 minutes or even 120  minutes duration and the width of the door leaf in such circumstances will be a minimum of 45mm,  62mm or 62mm  respectively and, the pressure required to open or close the door will be a minimum of 18Nm so it is essential that  the   depth and weight of the door is understood by persons who might not cope with such weight.    ADM.pdf BS 7274-4.docx   29. Reg 10  bulletin.docx   Fire  Compartmentation Insert - FAFS v1.2.pdf   WIL 521256 -  BS8300 DDA power curves test.pdf MK240-FireCell-WDC -Datasheet-Issue-4.pdf    


