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BS 8674:2025 Built Environment – Framework for Competence of Individual Fire Risk Assessors – Code of Practice now released

The British Standards Institute (BSI) has published the long-awaited standard setting out a framework for the assessment of fire risk assessor competency. Designed through industry-wide collaboration to reduce the variability of fire risk assessor qualifications, offer consistency across the sector, and support the professionalisation of fire risk assessors, this new standard will help to drive and improve industry-wide standards.

The standard introduces three defined levels of competence. Each level will demonstrate that an assessor will have the skills, knowledge, experience, and behaviours to work on assessing increasing levels of complex buildings, occupancy types, and risk.

The three levels are:

1. Foundation is for new entrants and those assessing simple premises, such as small offices or shops.

2. Intermediate is for those assessors requiring greater experience, responsible for medium complexity buildings such as public venues and very low rise residential properties.

3. Advanced  is for those highly experienced professionals working on complex, high-risk buildings including hospitals, residential high rise sites, multi-occupancy and multi-use buildings.

Residential & Commercial locations, Public Venues, Care Homes, Education, Healthcare facilities, identified HRB sites and especially sleep-in locations, indeed  anywhere that fire safety and building occupancy overlap, these works work be expected to include a comprehensive understanding of means of escape, travel distances, disability and its implications and thus any report should be able to identify sites needs and information for the client and RP. 

Accreditation via UKAS is critical, indeed crucial for the client to be able to distinguish and make an informed decision over the competency of the assessor. 

This is long overdue and there are now no longer excuses for a lack of knowledge or awareness of what is required with accredited providers  as the market place is awash with guidance, albeit some of it is confusing as trade bodies are not in the main UKAS certified.





The publication of this standard sees the government take significant strides towards meeting one of the recommendations made in the Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 2 report, namely to “establish a system of mandatory accreditation to certify the competence of fire risk assessors by setting standards for qualification and continuing professional development and such other measures as may be considered necessary or desirable.

The government response on February 26th 2025 had already made it clear that the intention was to legislate to make it a mandatory requirement for fire risk assessors to have the competence to perform this critical role independently verified by a UKAS-accredited Certification.

Building Safety Minister, Alex Norris, welcomed the new standard and this introduction of this new standard marks a significant step forward in the collective effort to make buildings safer for residents. 

By improving safety and accountability, it helps ensure that a tragedy like Grenfell is never repeated, and it reflects a clear commitment to implementing the Inquiry’s recommendations.

A clear and consistent benchmark for fire risk assessors will help to raise standards of competency across the profession and I’m grateful to the British Standards Institution and all committee members involved in making this happen.


Steve Dilloway BAFE SP205 Certified Risk Assessor ID 302298
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